
GUY TILLIM: JOBURG
Exhibition and Book Launch
03 November - 18 November, 2005

The book and exhibition Joburg showcase Guy Tillim's latest work within the inner city
of Johannesburg, and follow his recent exhibition at the Johannesburg Art Gallery as
part of the DaimlerChrysler Award for South African Creative Photography.  The
exhibition profiles Tillim’s new series of images, "Johannesburg Downtown 2004,”
which received the Leica Oscar Barnack Award in July 2005 in Arles, France. The book
launch on November 03 also opened the annual PLAYTIME festival.

Exhibited in partnership with STE Publishers. Supported by IFAS. Overseen by Bie
Venter.

DOINA KRAAL: SPROOKJESBOS
Exhibition
10 October - 30 October, 2005

The overall theme of this exhibition by visiting Dutch artist Doina Kraal is the literal
interpretation of its title: Sprookjesbos - or in English: “Fairytale forest.” Kraal mounted
an installation that played with light, photography and projection to literally create a
magical forest floating in darkness. The effect amazed visitors to the gallery, as well
as Joubert Park residents witnessing this incomprehensible image from their windows
at night. The artist approached the JPP/Drill Hall to exhibit her multi-disciplinary work
as part of her visit to South Africa as an instructor at Stellenbosch University and the
WITS School of Arts.

Supported by the Royal Netherlands Embassy and Fonds BKVB. Overseen by Bie Venter
and Vincent Truter. 1 / 6
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Guy Tillim exhibition installation. Image by Nadine Hutton

Sprookjesbos2 exhibition by Doina Kraal. Image by Vincent Truter



URBAN - SUBURBAN - RURAL - TOURIST
Jo Dunkel & Anna Geering (Switzerland)
16 September, 2005

Jo Dunkel & Anna Geering worked in Johannesburg and its surroundings for three
months as visiting artists in residence. This one night event presented part of their
experiences and material gathered during their stay. Interested in working with absurd
human situations, self-examination and humour, Dunkel & Geeing started recording
their own disorientated movements as stereotypical tourists. Their material touched
on where to get food, how not to get lost, where to learn an African dance and how to
engage. The artists are based in Basel and work primarily in theatre, performance
and video.

Supported by Pro Helvetia. Overseen by Bie Venter.

URBAN LEGENDS
May – September 2005
Education Programme

Urban Legends was a curriculum support programme that consisted of artist-run
workshops that supplemented the arts and culture classes of grade 8 scholars from
the nearby Centurion High School. The workshops explored different forms of tradition
and their impact on identity and heritage within the teeming context of the inner city.
The sessions were process and learner-based, and emphasized observation and
reflection, experimentation, communication and play. Media included storytelling,
dance, mask and/or costume making and musical compositions performed on self-
made instruments.  Urban Legends also aimed to create an ongoing exchange between
the Drill Hall and Centurion, and will serve as a blueprint for future school initiatives.
The long term plan is to implement a programme called 100 Meter Radius, which aims
to set up strong relationships between the Drill Hall and its immediate neighbouring
entities through skills-based workshops and regular events. Artists who participated
in Urban Legends include Phillipa De Villiers, Mpho Molikeng, Dionne MacDonald and
Bronwyn Krige.

Supported by the Curriculum Development Project (CDP) Artist-in-Schools programme.
Overseen by Keren Ben Zeev.
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Urban Legends in the point blank gallery. Image by Keren Ben Zeev



DRILL HALL POETRY SESSION
July 16, 2005

Co-ordinated in conjunction with re-birth productions, a collective of city based youth,
and participants of the Creative Inner City Initiative, this first poetry session saw a
dynamic enactment of music, poetry and performance talent. The event was produced
on a voluntary basis and proved an extraordinary success that drew large city-based
audiences who brought the space alive. The next poetry session is currently in planning.
Overseen by Jabu Tshume, Aviwe Damane, Mokete Tshabalala and Isaac Mavuso.

DRILL HALL SCHOOL TOUR PROGRAMME
June - August 2005

Within the school tour programme the JPP has invited schools from all over
Johannesburg, but especially the inner city, to visit and learn more about the Drill
Hall’s past and its surroundings. Aimed at the ages of 14 and 18, the tours offer an
interactive and personal engagement  with a part of the country’s complex history. The
students are guided by a small, concise publication that gives a great overview of the
key events in the “life” of the Drill Hall. It also introduces pertinent questions for
learners to reflect on and teachers to utilise in the classroom.

The tours are run be a professional storyteller, Mpho Molikeng, who uses sound and
imagery, exercises and performance. The learners have a chance to “drill” with the
soldiers and to discover the different spaces of the precinct through an “amazing race.”
This includes a range of activities such as making rubbings of the foundation stone,
measuring limbs in the former limb factory, matching up information to the imagery
of the painted displays and playing charades with objects that relate to the Drill Hall’s
historical uses.

Supported by the City’s Marketing Department and the Johannesburg Development
Agency. Overseen by Keren Ben Zeev, Mpho Molikeng, Joseph Gaylard and Thetsh
Tshivase.
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Poetry session going down in the gallery.

School children participating in the tour offered by the jpp at the Drill Hall



IMPROV
10 June 2005

In celebration of the Drill Hall’s one year-old renovation and 101st birthday, electro-
acoustic musician Joao Orecchia (Berlin & Johannesburg) collaborated with digital
artist Joshua Goldberg (NYC) in producing an audio-visual concert in the Drill Hall’s
open square. Alternating between a variety of musical instruments, Orecchia was
accompanied by Goldberg’s live animated and “digitally painted” imagery.

IMPROV was a collaboration between JPP and the Wits School of Digital Arts. Overseen
by Bie Venter, Keren Ben Zeev, Jabu Tshume and Louise Potgieter.

PREVIEW
March 2005
Preview was a one night multi-disciplinary event at the Drill Hall that invited selected artists,
performers, learners and graphic designers to address the (his)stories, myths and secrets
surrounding the Drill Hall. The event was framed as an understanding of Johannesburg as “a
screen play in progress.” It successfully introduced the space as a cultural laboratory and
included on-site installations (video and sound) as well as a performance programme that aimed
to interact with, and unearth the making of the Drill Hall. The individual contributions made use
of research done so far, such as archival footage and interviews with people. Participants included
Teresa Collins and Mocke Jansen van Vuuren, Doung Anwar Jahangeer, Simon Gush, Greg
Streak, Dorothee Kreutzfeldt, Jabu Tshuma and Mpho Molikeng, Johann Thom, Gerhard Marx,
Athena Mazarakis, Craig Morris, Jayne Batzofin and Lunga Radebe; Takalane Kwinda, Theo
Modise and Kenneth Masekwane (Durant’s Boxing Gym, Joubert Park), and Usha Seejarim with
Stompie Selebi and Grade 7 learners from Centurion High School. The events enabled new
connections with Joubert Park residents and with Drill Hall tenants.

In addition, the event included two educational programmes: Grade 7 learners from the Centurion
High School attended a month-long workshop with artist Usha Seejarim in which they explored
the history of the Drill Hall and developed a narrative that would be presented as a shadow
puppet performance on the night of events.

Youth participating in CREATE SA’s programme at the Imagination Lab (Vega) were invited to
attend a workshop with a graphic designer, Suzannne du Preez, exploring the theme of manifestos.
With the focus on struggle posters and using the one-page publication printed for the preview
event, the students were asked to design their own manifestos.

Supported by the National Arts Council, the Department of Sports, Recreation, Arts and Culture,
Gauteng Provincial Government and the SABC Business Enterprises. Special thanks to Museum
Africa. Overseen by Dorothee Kreutzfeldt, Bie Venter, Simon Gush and Keren Ben Zeev. 4 / 6
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Joao Orecchia and Joshua Goldberg
collaborating on the Drill Hall square. Image by Nadine Hutton

Johann Thom performing during the Preview event
Image by Nadine Hutton



PERMANENT HERITAGE EXHIBITION
August - November 2004

The permanent exhibition offers visitors basic information about the Drill Hall. It was
conceptualised and produced by JPP, in collaboration with local signwriters and mosaic
artists from the Boitumelo Hillbrow Regeneration Initiative and the Creative Inner City
Initiative. The exhibition comprises a series of hand-painted signs and a mosaic which
displays the changing floor plans of the Drill Hall over the last 100 years. The signs
are installed throughout the site’s open and sheltered spaces and narrate the history
of the Drill Hall through several themes. The exhibition contexualises the site within
worldwide events and describes the development of the Drill Hall - its military, social
and political dynamics and current role as a cultural and heritage site.  These displays
have provided the background to temporary exhibitions, events and school tours.
Participating Artists:
Linah Radebe, Ryan Sebedi, Ntombi Hlangeni, Mxolisi Mthonbeni, Mako Letsatsi, Linda
Mahkuli, Lucas Molefe, Sam Kabini, Mafeka Tshabalala, Kush Mvundla, Sello Khumalo,
Nkosana Ngobese and Edward Lelaka

Supported by the City’s Marketing Department. Overseen by Bie Venter and Dorothee
Kreutzfeldt.

MARKET PHOTO WORKSHOP OUTREACH PROGRAMME
September - November 2004
Workshop and Exhibition

This six-week programme was developed and implemented in collaboration with the
Market Photo Workshop (MPW) and forms part of an ongoing partnership between the
two organizations.  The course first trained senior MPW students in developing and
managing their own educational programmes; it subsequently involved three students
in running a visual literacy and photography workshop at the Drill Hall. Fifteen
participants from the area explored the basic methods and different roles of photography,
while focusing on the environment of the Drill Hall and their personal journey to
Johannesburg. The results were exhibited at the Point Blank Gallery. They presented
evocative, surprising and inquisitive images that traversed the many faces the city
confronts us with on a daily basis.

Parallel to the workshop, the MPW students mounted their own exhibition in Newtown. fascination
with the Drill Hall and showcased their own documentary inquiries.

Supported by the City’s Marketing Department, the National Lottery and the Market Photo
Workshop. Overseen by Dorothee Kreutzfeldt. 5 / 6
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Dorothee Kreutzfeldt working on the permanent exhibition



IMAGES OF DEFIANCE
June 2004

As part of the Decade of Democracy celebrations, Museum Africa launched Images of
Defiance, an exhibition of protest posters from the struggle against apartheid. The
exhibition formed part of the Joburg Art City initiative, driven by Central Johannesburg
Partnership and the Johannesburg Development Agency.  A satellite component of this
exhibition was held at the Drill Hall, and included four “public paintings” that
commemorated the protests around the Treason Trials at the Drill Hall in 1956. These
images were developed in a workshop with four sign-writers from the Creative Inner
City Initiative. The workshop was geared towards enhancing skills in visual literacy,
design and paint application as well as engaging young artists in significant cultural and
historical material. The paintings still stand at the entrance to the Drill Hall. Signwriters
who participated include Jabu Tshume, Nolwazi Nkambule, Edward Lelaka and Mafika
Tshabalala.

Funded by the City of Johannesburg. Overseen by Dorothee Kreutzfeldt.
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The four sign writers with their ‘image of defiance‘
paintings at the Drill Hall entrance
Image by Dorothee Kreutzfeldt


