
The JPP operates from the point blank gallery,
one of Johannesburg’s most edgy exhibition and
events spaces, situated in the Drill Hall precinct
of Joubert Park.
This 200m2 - all glass space is lined by 20m of balcony which overlooks one of
the busiest taxiranks in Johannesburg. The east side faces the Drill Hall square
and unique façade of the former 1970’s action cinema. It is surrounded by Joubert
Park’s highrise flats and congested streets. The gallery has hosted a variety of
experimental events, CD and book launches, poetry sessions, exhibitions,
workshops and presentations.

In addition to producing a variety of its own projects, the JPP
also:
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Hires the site out to corporate and other organisations
for marketing events, parties, and workshops

Invites artists and organizations to submit
proposals to use the space

point blank
@ the Drill Hall

Underground shooting range at the Point Blank Gallery
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The Drill hall The Neighbourhood

The Gallery from outside The Gallery from inside

. Image by Nadine Hutton. Image by Keren Ben Zeev
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From the 1960s until apartheid’s demise, the Drill Hall was used as a site for gathering
military strength. As a conscription centre, the space was central for feeding youth
into a military structure that supported the government’s “Total Onslaught” policies.
Regiments from the Drill Hall not only undertook operations within the country’s
borders and townships, but also engaged in activities that would destabilize the entire
Southern African region, by weakening newly independent neighbouring states that
supported the armed struggle against apartheid.

With apartheid’s fall, the Drill Hall found itself standing within a rapidly changing
environment. Loosening of Land and Area Acts increased the flow of migrants into the
inner city in search of employment and better lives. As businesses moved out of the
city, abandoned buildings became inhabited by a new generation of city dwellers. The
military abandoned the Drill Hall in 1992, and soon after, homeless people began
moving in. By 2001, 350 families lived inside the Drill Hall in makeshift shacks, without
lights or running water, and without proper sewage or sanitation. It was not long before
tragedy struck: in June 2001 a fire burned down the entire East Wing of the building.
It was followed by another fire in April 2002, which practically wiped out the entire
structure.

As of 2003, through the efforts of the South African Heritage Resources Agency and
the City of Johannesburg (through the Johannesburg Development Agency), the Drill
Hall stands as a renovated heritage site with an open public square in the heart of the
inner city. Within the context of the densely populated, distinct and teeming neighborhood
of Joubert Park the Drill Hall provides a compelling human and physical framework
in which to locate cultural work. It is a platform for the convergence and participation
of the city’s diverse residents, and a point from which to articulate Johannesburg’s
future and identity through arts and culture, memory and imagination. The Drill Hall
houses not only the JPP, but  also the Rand Light Infantry - one of the Transvaal
Volunteer regiments - as well as two organisations devoted to social welfare and
cultural development: the Johannesburg Community Chest and the Johannesburg
Child Welfare.
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The Drill Hall at dusk. Image by Keren Ben Zeev


